
 

CASW ELECTION PRIORITIES 

• CLIMATE CHANGE 

 

 
As members of the Canadian Coalition for Public Health in the 21st Century (CCPH21), CASW is 

seeking commitments from the federal parties to take leadership in the development and 

implementation of an effective, evidence‐based climate action plan that will help achieve the 

emission reductions needed to keep global warming below 1.5oC. 

 

   
 

 

 
The CPC has committed to: 

Address climate change 
through measures to 
incentivize green technology 
and mitigate emissions 

Develop a National Clean 
Energy Strategy 

Implement a national 
Personal Low Carbon Savings 
Account, a carbon-pricing 
scheme that would see 
Canadians paying a surcharge 
when they buy consumer 
fossil fuels, with the money 
going into a savings account 
earmarked for green 
purchases 

Supporting getting more zero 
emission vehicle on the road 
through a variety of 
incentives  

 

  

Commitments’ philosophies 
contrary to CASW’s advocacy 

 

 
The LPC has committed to: 

Setting Canada’s new GHG 
reduction target will be 40 to 
45 per cent below 2005 levels 
by 2030 

Eliminate all plastic waste by 
2030 

Cut pollution in heavy industry 
and make sure the oil and gas 
sector is net zero by 2050 

Require oil and gas companies 
to reduce methane emissions 
by at least 75% below 2012 
levels by 2030 and work to 
reduce methane emissions 
across the broader economy 
and seek similar commitments 
from other major economies 
at the upcoming G20 

Requiring that at least half of 
all passenger vehicles sold in 
Canada are zero emission by 
2030, and all are zero 
emission by 2035 

 

 

Many strong commitments 

 

 
The NDP has committed to:  

Set a target of reducing 
carbon emissions to 50 per 
cent below 2005 levels by 
2030, getting there by 
eliminating fossil fuel 
subsidies, enacting carbon 
budgets on a national and 
sectoral basis and redrawing 
the mandate of the Bank of 
Canada, the Export 
Development Canada Act and 
the Canada Pension Plan 
Investment Board Act to align 
them with a net-zero target. 

Create a National Crisis 
Strategy to help 
communities—particularly 
vulnerable, remote and 
Indigenous ones—reduce and 
react to climate risks and 
extreme weather, with long-
term funding for adaptation, 
disaster mitigation and 
climate-resilient 
infrastructure 

Create and fund a Climate 
Accountability Office to 
independently oversee 
federal climate progress, 
engage with the public and 
make recommendations on 
achieving targets 

 

 

 

Many strong commitments  

 
The GPC has committed to: 
 
comprehensive environmental 
reforms including around 
infrastructure, agriculture and 
water preservation.  
 
The GPC states that “Our only 
possible future is low-carbon. 
Greens have launched 
“Mission: Possible - The Green 
Climate Action Plan” to map a 
course to a post-carbon, 
prosperous and safe world,” 
which includes 14 concrete 
steps from reducing carbon 
emissions to green-retrofit 
incentives.  
 
End new pipeline 
construction, fracking and oil 
and gas exploration projects 
and use those funds to invest 
in the infrastructure and 
green sectors. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Many strong concrete 
commitments 

 

 

 

 

https://ccph21.ca/
https://cpcassets.conservative.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/25132033/5ea53c19b2e3597.pdf
https://liberal.ca/wp-content/uploads/sites/292/2021/09/Platform-Forward-For-Everyone.pdf
https://www.ndp.ca/commitments
https://www.greenparty.ca/en/our-vision/solve-climate-crisis
https://www.greenparty.ca/en/our-vision/solve-climate-crisis


 

CASW ELECTION PRIORITIES 

• CLIMATE CHANGE page 2 

 

 

As proud members of the Canadian Coalition for Public Health in the 21st Century 

(CCPH21), CASW is seeking commitments from the federal parties to take 

leadership in the development and implementation of an effective, evidence‐

based climate action plan that will help achieve the emission reductions needed 

to keep global warming below 1.5oC. 

  

LEARN MORE:  

• Read CASW’s Climate Change and Social Work 

As a profession founded in principles of social justice, CASW acknowledges 

the reality of climate change and encourages social workers to educate, 

advocate, and be the change they want to see in the world.  

 

In Canada, the impacts of climate change are most prominent in what is 

taking shape in northern communities. Environmental changes affecting Inuit 

livelihood impact mental health and wellbeing requiring investment into the 

social determinants of health. Social workers have a very important role in 

humanizing climate change by highlighting the ways that it is intricately tied 

to social inequities and how that impacts individuals and communities at the 

most fundamental level – the right to be who you are. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://ccph21.ca/
https://www.casw-acts.ca/files/documents/SW_and_Climate_Change_Final_PDF.pdf



