President Président
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DEC 17 2020

Ms. Jenny Rowett
President
Canadian Counselling and Psychotherapy Association

Ms. Joan Davis-Whelan
President
Canadian Association of Social Worker

¢/0: madison@impactcanada.com

Dear Ms. Rowett and Ms. Davis-Whelan:

Thank you for your letter, dated October 13, 2020, seeking permanence of the
temporary measures that have been introduced in relation to psychological
services under the Public Service Health Care Plan (PSHCP) in response to the
Pandemic. [ appreciate you taking the time to raise this matter with me.

The unique circumstances posed by the COVID-19 outbreak have led us to
establish the temporary measures, including expanding coverage to include
mental health services performed by social workers and psychotherapists, to assist
PSHCP members and their eligible dependants in accessing healthcare benefits
during this difficult time. Along with the other temporary measures, this coverage
will remain in effect until non-critical business is authorized to resume or as
indicated otherwise.

Change to the PSHCP, such as permanently expanding eligible mental health
service providers, must be negotiated at the PSHCP Partners Committee (the
Committee), which is comprised of employer, bargaining agent and retiree
representatives. As part of this responsibility, the Committee also monitors
developments and trends in the health care industry, as well as those experienced
by similar employer-sponsored plans.

To this end, I would like to assure you that the Committee, as well as my

departmental officials, are monitoring the effectiveness of temporarily expanding
access to psychological services as part of their overall ongoing analysis.
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We would like to reaffirm the government’s commitment to adopting measures to
remove barriers and appropriately safeguard the mental health of employees, and

their families.

Thank you again for reaching out to me, and for contributing to this important
discussion. I wish you all the best during this difficult time.

Yours sincerely,

“ ().

The Honourable Jean-Yves Duclos, P.C., M.P.



